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Campaign to End Loneliness receives support from Big Lottery Fund  

 
The Campaign to End Loneliness has received funding from the Big Lottery Fund to build on its policy 

and frontline work and extend its impact across the whole of the UK.   

 

The Campaign has secured up to £50,000 of development funding, to expand the Campaign’s 

activities towards a whole community focus, highlighting loneliness as an issue which has a wide-

ranging impact on society.  

 

Director of the Campaign to End Loneliness, Marcus Rand, said: “We’re delighted to receive this 

support from the Big Lottery Fund. This will allow us to do the deep development thinking to 

significantly scale-up our work.  If we are to end loneliness then all sections of society must become 

involved.      

 

“Our aim will be to highlight the role that all individuals and organisations can play and the small 

changes that can be made to help identify and respond to issues of loneliness at the local 

neighbourhood level.”  

 

The Campaign to End Loneliness is a network of national, regional and local organisations and people 

working together through community action, good practice, research, advocacy and policy to create 

the right conditions to reduce loneliness in later life.  

 

The Campaign was launched in 2011, is led by five partner organisations, Age UK Oxfordshire, 

Independent Age, Manchester City Council, Royal Voluntary Service and Sense, and works alongside 

more than 2,000 supporters to tackle loneliness in older age. Thus far the Campaign’s work has been 

funded by Founder Funder the Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation, Independent Age, the John 

Ellerman Foundation, the Tudor Trust and the Esmée Fairbairn Foundation. 
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MEDIA ENQUIRIES: 

Miriam Christie or Marianne Siddhorn  

020 7012 1411 

miriam@campaigntoendloneliness.org.uk 

mailto:miriam@campaigntoendloneliness.org.uk


Marianne@campaigntoendloneliness.org.uk 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS 

 

The Campaign to End Loneliness  

 

The Campaign to End Loneliness inspires thousands of organisations and people to do more to tackle 

the health threat of loneliness in older age through community action, good practice and evidence.  

Age UK Oxfordshire, Independent Age, Manchester City Council, Royal Voluntary Service and Sense 

provide governance and strategic direction for Campaign. More information can be found at 

www.campaigntoendloneliness.org.uk   

 

 Key loneliness facts:  

 Over a million people in the UK feel chronically lonely, that is all or most of the time 

 Loneliness and isolation in older age is a serious public health issue and increases the risk of 
conditions including dementia (James et al, 2011), high blood pressure (Hawkley et al, 2010) 
and depression (Cacioppo et al, 2006) (Green et al, 1992).  

 Loneliness increases the demand on health services: academic research shows that those 

experiencing loneliness are more likely to use accident and emergency services (Geller, 

Janson, McGovern and Valdini, 1999) , visit their GP (Gerst-Emerson, Jayawardhana 2014), 

and have higher use of medication (Cohen, 2006) 

 76% GPs report 1-5 patients a day come to their surgery because they are lonely 

 

The Big Lottery Fund  

 The Big Lottery Fund supports the aspirations of people who want to make life better for their 

communities across the UK. It is responsible for giving out 40% of the money raised by the 

National Lottery and invests over £650 million a year in projects big and small in health, 

education, environment and charitable purposes. 

 Since June 2004 it has awarded over £8 billion to projects that change the lives of millions of 

people. Every year it funds 13,000 small local projects tackling big social problems like poor 

mental health and homelessness. 

 Since the National Lottery began in 1994, £34 billion has been raised and more than 450,000 

grants awarded. 
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